RIVER HERRING CONSERVATION ALERT

It appears that the mainfactor that is depressingriver herringabundance is catch at sea. One likely
culpritisthe inadvertent netting of river herringinfisheries directed at Atlantic Herring, avery similar
appearingand closelyrelated species. The New England Fisheries Management Council (NEFMC)
regulatesthatfishery with aFishery Management Plan. Itis consideringan amendment (Amendment 8)
to the Planthat could impactriver herring. We needindividuals and organizations thatare concerned
aboutriverherringto write and speak to this matter.

The map below shows where there isintense fishing by trawlers for Atlantic Herringin January, February
and March—the same time river herring destined for Long Island Sound are staging for theirspring
spawningrunsinthe exactsame area. Sampling hasshown that ourriverherringend up inthe netsas
‘bycatch’, althoughindustry and others have been working to reduce the catch. We areinterestedina
time/place closureto protect these staging river herring.
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Many have argued that river herring are doing fine and do not need protection due to the strong runs
occurringin Maine, ignoring the datafrom southern New England. Butthe map below shows fishing
area 1A, which hasbeen closed tothe AtlanticHerring fishery during the winter for many years. This
closureisalikelyfactorinthe strongriverherringrunsin Maine.

Herring Management Area 1A

We needthatkind of protection for southern New England fish. There are proposals to close the waters
off southern New England using one of the three alternatives shown below:
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We are concerned that extendingthe closure southerly beyond New York will be considered an
overreach and not supported, but Alternatives 4 (outto 12 miles), 5(outto 25 miles), and 6 (outto 50
miles) are the only onesthatinclude the area of our concern. We seek publicsupportforthese
alternatives with the ideathat Commissioners may later agree to maintain the spirit of those
alternatives but limit the length that a closure would extend southerly.

Here is the tricky part: Amendment 8, whichis being considered, does not specifically address the
problem of bycatch of river herring. Itis intended to address the problem of localized depletion of
ATLANTICHERRING. While everyone knows thataclosure to address that problem would also benefit
riverherringand that many people are concerned with this, comments need to address localized
depletion of AtlanticHerring. Riverherringcan be mentioned. We needyou toeitherattend ameeting
and or write letters. Comments should follow this tack:

e State whoyou are and that you are concerned about the ecological health of our coastal waters
and the abundance of fish stocks, especially forage species.

e Specieslike AtlanticHerring, river herring, and menhaden are critically important to all marine
creatures and mustbe maintained in high abundance. (Customizethistoyourinterests, e.g.
birds, marine mammals, striped bass, etc.)



e If AtlanticHerringdecline in numbers, predators will shift more toriver herringwhich are
severely depressedin southern New England.

e Some localized Atlantic Herring fisheries are threatening the local abundance of AtlanticHerring
and riverherringand then have ripple effects throughout the ecosystem.

e Thefisheryoffthe easternend of Longlsland and Block Island has had a particularly strong
impact on the numbers of AtlanticHerring and river herringentering Long Island Sound, which
have declined to alarmingly lowlevels.

e The State of Maine has good abundance of these species and they have a coastal area closure.

e You supporta coastal areaclosure forsouthern New England alongthe lines of Alternative4, 5,
or 6 or some reduced version of those asalongas itincludes the areadescribed above.

Try to put these pointsinyourown words and tie theminto yourown experiences and activities. If
you’ve beenworkingtorestore river herringin your watershed, you can mentionit.

The closest publichearing forthis Amendment will be in Narragansett, Rl on Tuesday, May 22 at the
University of Rhode Island, Coastal Institute Building, Hazard Room, 215 S. Ferry Road, 6 p.m. It would
be great if some folks from CT could attend and presenttheircommentsin person. Thereisalsoa
webinarwhere one can submitcomments. See the pressrelease referenced at the bottom of the page.
Regardless, letters are encouraged:
Public Comment Deadline
Written comments are welcome.
The deadline for submitting written comments is Monday, June 25
at 5 p.m., although earlier submissions are highly encouraged.
Label correspondence as “DEIS for Amendment 8 to the Atlantic
Herring FMP” and send to:
Tom Nies, Executive Director
New England Fishery Management Council
50 Water Street, Mill 2
Newburyport, MA 01950
Fax: (978) 465-3116
Email: comments @nefmc.org

For more information including a webinar where comments may be left, go to NEFMC’s press
release at: http://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/Atlantic-Herring-Amendment-8-Public-

Hearings.pdf
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